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ADVERTISEMENT. 


75 H E following SERMON ug not intent 1] 

for the Preſs till Ye erday Morning, ue Wl * * 
ior after it was delivered. The te ( 
dition neceſſary to be made for its Appearance Wl 


on Thurſday next, the Day that ſome Pi 

ples Apprebenfions have unaccountably fixdupm 
for ancther EARTHQUAKE, and tho: of 
*others op the 8th Inſtant, prevents my tang 
the Care, I ſhould otherwiſe have dm, if 
preſenting it more correct to the Pill. 
The Reader will therefore pleaſe to give tht 
. Indulgence, which bi mſelf would expect a; dt 
: Author i in the Jar G reumſances. 


_—_ . J 
1750. „ R. Pierran 
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Z es COXSSIK. 75 9, 10. 


| 1 hither ſhall I go from thy Spirit? 
or whither ſhall J flee from thy 
Preſence ? If I take the Wings of 
the Morning, and duell in the ut- 
| termoſt Parts of the Sea : Even 
| there ſhall thy Hand lead me, and 
thy Right Hand ſball hold me. 


E Purport of the Palm, 
from whence theſe Words Y 
Lare taken, makes it more 
than probable, that this 
elegant Compoſition was 
e coccaſioned by that Period 
ein the Hiſtory of David, 
wherein the Enmity of Saul was carried 
to ſuch Extravagance, as to maſſacre Four- 
(core and five Prieſts, and the whole City 
where they reſided, for having entertained 
that unhappy Fugitive a few Hours. Saul 
had long obſerved the growing Merit of his 
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vices he had done his Country were repre 


[a 


Son-in-Law with a jealous Eye, and coul 
hear with no Degree of Temper the uniyer. 
ſal Applauſe that was given to his goo 
Qualities and Accompliſhments, more eſpe. 
cially in the military Science, in which the 
King would allow no Equal with him. 
ſelf, There are ſeldom wanting People ty 
fall in with the ruling Paſſion of their 
Prince, nor was David without thoſe il 
Offices, that People of ſuperior Talents an 
| Excellency generally meet with. The Ser. 


ſented as ſo many Methods of infſinuating 
himſelf into popular 
| Retirement from Court, occaſioned by the 
King's repeated Attempts againſt his Life 
was conſtrued into a premeditated Deſign of 

engaging, without Obſervation, a Party 
againſt the Crown and Life of his Sovereign. 

Jealouſy is too violent a Paſſion to wait for 


Evidence and Proof; and Saul, credulous 


of every Thing that agreed with his pre- 
ſent Diſpoſition, gave Looſe to his Reſent- 

ment; and, after the Maſlacre above-men- 
| tioned.” determined to leave no Part of his 
| Dominions unſearch'd, till he had avenged 
himſelf on this ſuſpected. Traitor and Par- 
TIcIde, ©: 

David, whatever his Exaectation of the 

Hebrew Crown's reverting to him might be, 


Compare I Sam. xxii. 8. with Chap viv. 9, & | 


E Chap: 5 xxiv. 10, &c. 
| appears 


+ Eſteem, and his late 


— 

nears to have taken no Step that could 
ve the leaſt Colour to ſo diſhonourable a 
harge. When therefore, by the Intelli- 


by Jonathan, his incomparable Friend and 
tb ſuppoſe him under thoſe Emotions that 


conſcious Innocence and Honour would feel 
upon the Occaſion ; and having now no ſym- 


Inathizing Jonathan to whom to impart his 
Soul, his Piety directed him to lay it open 
to the great Searcher of Hearts and ever- 


reſent Friend. „% ek 
Such an Appeal then, the Appeal of con- 


ſcious Innocence, does the Pſalm before us 
under our immediate Conſideration, ſeems 
at once to contain an Acknowledgment, that 
gullty of the Charge againſt him; nor from 
the Protection of Omnipotence, if innocent. 
whole Pſalm to be too conſpicuous to have 


eſcaped your Notice; but there is a Beaut 


more rapid Degree of Velocity, under the 
ea of taking the Wings of the Morning, 


gold taking Notice of. 


ence with which he was regularly ſupplied 


Frother, he came acquainted with the Lights 
In which he had been repreſented, it is eaſy 


appear to be: And that Part of it that falls 
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10 Diſtance could ſeparate him, no Velocity 
remove him, from the Divine Vengeance, if 


I judge the Spirit and Elegance of the 


C 


WVG 


n David's expreſſing the Impoſſibility of 
icing from the Preſence of God, by the 


Which, as it is not ſo obvious, we cannot 
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"that" n 


. Parts of the Sea, 1. e. to that Point of th 


_ EOF: > 
It is concluded, from Obſervations on the 
Eclipſes of the Satellites of Jupiter, thy 
Light is tranſmitted from the Sun to tþ 
Earth, thro' a Space, adjudged from other 
Obſervations, of 75,600,000 of Miles, 
about 7+ Minutes, which is, nearly, wi 

the Velocity of 10,000,000 of Miles in!: 
Minute. Now the greateſt Circumferens 
of the Earth is but 21,600 Miles; the Hi 
of which, which the P/a/miſt expreſſes 
the utmoſt Part of the den, 18 10,800 
Miles; ſo that the 1000oth Part of a Mini: M 
would have carried David, had he took tl 
Wings of the Morning, i. e. moved wit 
the ſame Velocity as Light, to the uttern} 


Globe directly oppoſite to him. 1 
Is it in the Power of human Thought t 
form an Image ſo applicable to the Occ! 
OE ee ra 
Ihe Doctrine, then, reſulting from the 
Paſſage before us, 15, ..: 
That no Diſtance can ſeparate us fri 
the Divine Preſence, no Velocity convey 1 
rom the Divine Spirit: The Impenitet 
bade no Hope of eſcaping his VengeanC, 
the Chriflian no Fear of lofing bis Pri 
)) ee or 2 
Whither, then, ye gay unthinking Croud, 
that have ſurfeited upon the Favours of thx 
Almighty ; that have profaned his Sabbath 
by thoſe painted Amuſements, which, eve 
e 
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n common Days, ſcarcely deſerve to be 
led innocent; that have, many of you, 
ken his Sacred Name not only in vain, but 
the worſt of Purpoſes ; that have laugh' d 
t his Power, and deſpiſed his Mercy; whi-. 
der, ſtruck with the late awful Motions of 
(ic Almighty, 40771 ye 7 from his Spirit, 
Ir whither will ye flee from his Preſence? 
Has not the Conſcious Seat of your Ex- 
efſes, which, tho? providentially conſtituted 
for the Recovery of your Health, you have 
moſt ungratefully converted into the annual 


any other apparent Reaſon, leads you to 


furs? Has not this your Aſylum itſelf felt 


miſſion would enable you to receive ? 


xance that his REDEEMER has appealed ! 


0 * Palm ce. 


W Center of your Extravagancies? Has not 
that very Spot, to which ſo many of you 
xe haſtening, as to an Aſylum from the 
Danger, which your own Guilt, more tan 


think ſtill lurking under this great Metro- 


the Power of him, whoſe is the World and 
the Fulneſs thereof ? Why flee. you from 


the Wrath that, by Flight, ye cannot eſcape, 
ud refuſe the Mercy that a ſuitable Sub- 


P r 
—_ wth * 4 * My” ” * 2 pound POE "REA . 


But wherefore faints the Chri/tiar's Heart! 
Why admits it a Fear unworthy of him that 
bas the Logd or NATUR for his Friend! 
Why trembles he at the Power that is en- 
raged for his Support, or dreads the Ven- 


Does not & God compaſs wah Path and thy lying 


; dun, 
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down, is not he acquainted with gl] ; 
Ways ? Through what Danger cannot hi 
Hand lead thee, or in what Diſtreſs h. 
Right Hand hold thee ? Can the Dark 
hide thee from his Care, and, when' thy 
vine, are not thou ill with bim? + Fey 
not, then, the Terror by Night, nor the I). 
ftruttion that waſteth by Noon-day. A Thy. 
and may fall at thy Side, and ten Thouſand 
at thy Right Hand, and yet the Evil w 
come nigh thee, Becauſe thou haſt made i 

Lord, even the moſt High, thy Habitatim: 
| there ſhall no real Evil befal thee ; mit 
| ſhall any vindictive Plague come migh th 

„ SL 
Such is the Subject to which we nn 
would direct your Thoughts, by 


I. Producing ſome Arguments, that, to u, 
appear as Proof of the UNIVERSALIII 
of the Divine PRESENCE and AGENcr; 
And then, J 
II. Suggeſting the Cox vic rIoxs that, y 
our Opinion, ariſe from ſuch a Cot- 
 fideration. _ 25 


Our firſt Endeavours, then, are to produce 
ſome Arguments to prove the UNIVERSALITY WW 

of the Diving PRESENCE and, AGENCY : 
A Point, methinks, ſo ſelf-evident, that i 
would be an Affront to the common Reaſon 
e + Plalm xci, 


sf 


E 
Mankind to defend it in Form, were not 
tat Faculty capable of making the vileſt 
dubmiſſions to Vice, and the Prejudices un- 
tr which Vice lays the Mind. To ſupport 
eſe, we diſpute againſt Reaſon, and argue 
zoainſt Demonſtration. In vain does Na- 
ture every Moment exhibit its innumerable 
Acknowledgments of the conſtant AN 
ind SUPERINTENDANCE of God: The Con- 


with it: © God 1s allowed to exiſt; Creation 
«is granted him; the Laws of Nature are 
acknowledged to take their Riſe from his 
Determination: But, Creation once finiſh'd, 
the Laws of Nature once determined, (we 
* find it afſerted that) tis neither neceſſary nor 
fit for God to interpoſe”*. Nature; then, thus 
left to follow its conſtant, undirected Courſe, 
except under that Direction which reſults 
from its primary Laws, all the phyſical 
Evils of Life are contingent Effects of the 
caſual Continuations of natural Cauſes, 
Comfortable Hypotheſis ! wherein Danger 
ind Death ſurround: us in all Directions, 
nd no Hand more friendly, more intelligent 
to divert them than that of Chance! Indiſ-— 
putable Ethics! wherein God has laid him- 
el under the Obligation to be equally in- 
- uerent to the Blaſphemy of his Enemies, 
nd the Prayers of his People! l! 
on From theſe Principles, which with ſome 
as for eſtabliſh'd Axioms, the following 
o Corollaries are drawn. 1 ; 3 mtv 


nition is evaded by a partial Compliance 


10-1 
That SzconDarY CAUSES are not under 
the Direction of the FIRST. 

That the LoxD oy NATURE ANN 
apply Powers of his own Creation, either in 
JUDGMENT. for Sin, or ReM0NsTRANce | 


againſt it. pol 
Conſequently, al 

That the two late aan of this . 
proud Metropolis need give no Interruption = 
to the uſual Engagements of People of pt = 
and Freedom of Mind. | | Oe 
That the Removal of: a four Miles upon 
the Surface of one and the fame Trad of | the 
Land, whoſe interior Conſtruction, in which J 
the natural Cauſes of Earthquakes are lodged, Wl , 
is not known, 1s a certain See both ll . 
from Gop and Nature. | wh 
What can be expected, what actually m 
we find, to be the Conſequence of ging! 
into Principles and Sentiments of this Na- N 
ture, but abandoned Morals and profligate f | * 
Lives? To give a Looſe to our Paſſions 1s 4 
to follow Nature; to worſhip God, a Want s | 
of Taſte for politer Employment; to fear} 
him, the Effect of Ignorance and an abject „ 

1 Mind | ! what then, are we to look for fron **: 
the Manhood of thoſe Youth, who, under} FT 
the Directions of ſuch Parents: throw aſide ”* 
the Bible for the Myſteries of the Card 
Table, and to whom the Name of a certain 
Inftrudtor 3 in this Sunday Diverſion, is more * 
familiar than that of the REDEEMER 7 


Po Mex! 3 
f Exculd 


Us 


Tar 4 
Excuſe me, if a Warmth, juſtifiable in. 
his Place at leaſt, has ſornewhat retarded. 
the Purſuit of the Method we had . 
v proceed in. 
The Arguments we wod ole in Op- 
ſition to theſe Principles, we ſhall term 
tra and Direct. By abſtract Argu- 
ments, we mean ſuch as are founded upon 
the Ideal Knowledge we have of God; 
by dire, thoſe that ariſe from the vil ible 
(ferations of Nature. 
Among others that might be produced of 


the former Kind, we offer the eee to = 


your Conſideration. 
Firſt, 
The AurHOR + thoſe Materials Sas 
which the Sy/tem of the Univerſe was at firſt 
formed, cannot be ſuppoſed to be either 
excluded from, or W to that Space which 
he voluntarily and intelligently aſſigned for 
that Sytem to fall up, or limitted in his fu- 
ture Agency and Operations by thoſe Powers | 
which H1iMSELF communicated to inani mate 
and animated Matter. 
Conſequently, His Preſence ma be Uni- 
verſal, and His Agency by Natural Cauſes, 


and His Application of their ho Dif- 


cretional. 

- Secondly, - . 
The CREA Tak of the & lem of the Un. 

verſe muſt continually fer and maintain 

it, under the Alterations, which, in the 


Nature of Things, frequently may be, and 


B 2 in 


1 i 

in Fact abſolutely are made in it. Bus, 
ſuch a Superviſal and Maintenance cannot 
be ſuppoſed unleſs H1s Preſence be univer. 
ſal, and His Agency and Inter pqſition con. 

ant and %% 
It may here be, poſſibly, urged, that, 
« To ſuppoſe the Works of God capable 
* of ſuch Alterations as require his conſtant | 
«© Superviſal and Care, is a Reflection upon 
« his MWiſdom or Power in their primitive 
ce Conſtitution, No more ſo, than it is to 
ſuppoſe, (what is in fact beyond Suppoſition) 
that there is any ſuch Thing as Phyjcal 
Evil. All the Works of God are perfect 
in their Kind, and compleated for the Ends 
for which he made them. Man is no leſs 
a perfect Being as Man, though he owes | 
his Subſiſtence to what is nediately only in 
his Power to provide, and though ſubject 
to Pain, Sickneſs and Death, The Earth 
is no leſs a Work of God, perfect in its 
Kind, though its Surface be liable to be 
' Convulſed, rent and abjorbed by Earthquakes, 
| occaſioned by inflamable Vapours lodged 
[| within its interior Caverns. The component | 
Principles of Matter, when in a certain 
Eind of Conta# with each other, muſt, 
Without a ſuperior Interpofition and Direction, 
always produce ſuch Effects, the Conſe- 
quences of which have often been ſufficient 
to change the Conſtitution of our Globe. 

The Objectors will not, I ſuppoſe, allow | 

me to urge the Alterations that might 46 
be. „„ Ag WT 


. 


deen occaſioned, without a Divine Inter- 
tion, by the Deluge, though I think we 
ie far from having the Evidence to its 
Credibility from Sr iptur e only. Ed hey will © 


permit me however to ask whether the 


b have ſenfibly altered in that Penfile Body 


n A 2 — 


ent may, probably, be reckoned, muſt not 
have altered the relative Gravity of ſome 


tuned the Equilibrium neceſſary to retain 


4 £55 — 4 — WE. F 


GENT CREATOR? 
, ͤ 
Hr that created a Species of reaſonable 


if moral Government over them. _ 


Wlication of natural Cauſes in Effefts the 


* hoſt obvious to their Senſes and Conviction, 
c admoniſh them of their Duty, enforce 
333 hood 8 His 


nteſtine Convulſions the Earth has ſuffered 
it various Times, may not, from their other. 
Efets, be ſyppoſed ſufficiently violent to 
have affected its diurnal Rotation, or even 


the Obl:quzty of its Sphere? Whether, at 
kaſt, the vaſt Changes theſe occaſioned upon 

ts Surface, among which the Separation of 
{ome of our preſent Mands from the Contr 


f its Parts ? What then could have main- 


t within the Path of its annual Orbit, but 
the Superviſal and Agency of its INTELLI- 


burgs, inveſted with moral Powers, but 
ch as were capable of taking a wrong Di- 
ton, muſt be ſuppoſed to maintain a Kind 


But ſuch moral Government could not be 5 
untamed without His Preſence to obſerve 
er Conduct, and without HIS occafional 


ence. 


of that which he will afterwards more a 
reuord. „ 


; rect Kind, which, in Hopes to convince 
thoſe who allow not the eſſential Connection 


from the ſacred Repoſitory of all uſeful 


7 14 ] 
Hs Authority, and 3 their Dijobed 10 


WS Thir dly, ö 5 
HE, chat! 18 not only to a but pre Gi 


portion alſo the Rewards and Puniſhments, in I 
a future State, of Beings reſponſible for their 


mi 

Conduct, muſt neceſſarily be acquainted with 
the Conduct of thoſe whoſe future Condition WM ©: 
he is to determine for Eternity; and it would WM it: 
nmaaturally be expected from His Equity and Wi 
Benevolence, that He would give us in ou WM W 
preſent Situation ſome appoſite and conviftin WM fc 
 Tntimations from Nature as well as Revs. 40 
tion, of what we are either to fear, or as bu 
8 io 
But Tux JupGE or ALL Men came dar 
be acquainted with the Conduct of tho: WM me 
whoſe Condition he is to determine for Eter- WM ons 
nity, unleſs H were wniverſolly preſent v Sur 
ſerve it; nor can there be more appoſt: Wl She 
Of convicrive Intimations in Nature, tha Wil a f 
thoſe that ariſe from his Application of tte WM rad 
ordinary Effects thereof, occaſionally, in N. pen 
155 monſtrance againſt what he will afterwards fall 
more compleatly puniſh, and in enen it? 


But we proceed 1 to Arguments of the 4. 


of Philoſophy with Religion, we ſhall tale 


lt and therefore direct you to "i | 
Ie? 


E 
joath Plalm. After a moſt maſterly and 
nervous Introduction, the gth Verſe leads 


God in ſuperviſing the Execution of thoſe 


Laws he has preſcribed to the Waters of the 
mighty Ocean. 


Thou haſt ſet a Bound that they may not haſt 
the Ear f h d 


fcial Globularity too; yet TURNS IT NOT 
AGAIN 70 COVER /e Earth, tho that Glo- 


a ſufficient Barrier againſt this inceſſant In- 


| vader, or not rather have expected that per- ; 
pendicular Rocks and Cliffs ſhould univer- 
tally have been deſtined to ſecure us from 


tf 


s our #ſual, it is not our conſtant, our never 


mterrupted Defence. Has the Sea never 
covered vaſt Tracts of Land, and added 
them to its Empire? Not to «dd; what the 


bch Verſe of this Pſalm, probably, refers to, 


the univerſal Invaſion it was once permitted 
to o make, What then ſecures us from its 


mor 4 


us to conſider the Preſence and Agency of 


wer : that they TURN NO AGAIN 70 COVER | 


The Sea, from the F Form of our 
World in general, muſt have alſo its ſuper- 


bular Eminence be increaſed by the moſt 
violent Agitation of its Waters. The Boun- 
dary of this ponderous and impetuous Ele- 
ment conſiſts of ſuch. minute Particles as, 
one would think, the repeated Laſhes of its 
Surges would long ago have waſh'd away. 
Should we have conjectured that Sand were 


But though this univerſal 1 5 Nature i 


5 
4 
7 
bh 
* 
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more frequent Inroads ; nay, what from 2 
Cataſtrophe that it once occaſioned, but the 
continual SUPERVISAL and INTERPosrT1oy 
JJV / ( 
Verſe the 1oth leads us to a Conſideration 
of no leſs Weight than the former. 
He ſendeth the SeRINGs into the Vallies 
which RUN among the HiLLs 
The Riſes of thoſe great Rivers that di- 
verſify and enrich the ſeveral Countries they 
run through, we find on the Sides of Moun- 
| tains; Places where, following the uſual 
Laws of Nature, we ſhould ſcarcely have 
look'd for them. Are the Ciſterns that 


ſupply theſe Springs fill'd by the Wa- 


ters of Vapours, ee e on the Sides, 
or of the Snow melted on 

thoſe Mountains? Neither Rain nor Snow 
Water has been found to force its Paſſage 
deeper than 16 Inches below the Surface of 
the Earth. Are they ſupplied by Percola- 
tion from the Sea? What Force than ele- 


vates them above the Level of that Ele- | 


ment? Is it by the Attraction attributed to 


Cobæſion, as, by wetting gradually the 


Baſe of an Heap of Sand, the Moiſture 1s 


in Time, perceptible at the Top? The in- 


ward Conſtruction of Mountains is but par- 


tially, very partially, made up of ſuch ke 


Materials. Does Rarefa#ion, occaſioned 
by ſome ſubterrancous Heat, ſend up the 


 Vapours of ſome concealed Aby/s of Waters, 
which, at a ſuitable Height, condenſe into 
22 Cs 


on the Tops of 


US 
hen, prevents ſuch ſaubterraneous Heats 
om inflaming the metallic Vapours it muſt 


n Earthquakes ! 


"nd from ſuch a Situation owe the Force 


Gravity and Current a ſufficient Channel to 
convey their Waters to their laſt grand Re- 


VERSAL AGENT. 

ther Argument. 

CarTEL, ond Herb for the Service of MAN: 
EARTH 3 

Max, and OvL. to make his FAct To 


Man's HEART. 


{able Kingdom. Hence, Saprdity to the 


&r:01ment to the Eye, and inexhauſtible 


Praſure to a contemplative Mind. Hence, 
. Food 


91 'S 


dupplies for their perpetual Current What, 
ieceffarily meet with, and then, from either 
pouring out in YVolcanos, or breaking forth 


This only, then, we know, that from 
ſuch Eminences our Rivers are ſupplied, 


that they receive of working out by their 
ceptiele. The reſt remains, ſtill, an Arca- 
wn in the Hands of the GREAT and UNI- 
Verſes 14 and 15, ſupply us with a fur- 
He cauſeth the GRass to grow for the 
That he may bring forth Foop out of the 
And WINE that maketh GI AD the HEART 
INE, and BREAD oh, STRENGTHENETH 
The Principles of Earth, chymically in- 
yeltigated, are few and ſimple, yet from theſe, 
under different Modifications, ariſe thoſe 


numerable and elegant Varieties of the ve- 


liſte, Odours to the Smell, unbounded En- - 


* 
14 
ty 
3J 

** 
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* 
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Fd to the Hungry, Refreſhment to the 
| Weary, Chearfulneſs to the Drooping, ad 
Cure to the Diſeaſed. Neither is there Þ,.. 
von for the Service of Man only; yl 

Gera, adapted to their Conſtitution, gre 
_ alſo for the Cattle. * Theſe all wait in 


__ Gon: And they alſo are filled with Good, T, 
What has thrown unintelligent Mat: Wi abe, 
into ſuch an, almoſt, unbounded, but reg- d 
lar, Luxuriancy ? What, from a few Prix 1 
ciples, into almoſt infinite Varieties in Hrn PRE 
Taſte, Odour and Qualities 1 ? It may be fig J 
« God; but not by any conſtant Agence fle 
e -:: the Reſult of his primary Eſtablih IN 
« ment in Nature.” But Why, from the \ 
ſame Principles, has either India its partic- /! Þ 
lar and ſpecific Products? Why grows the \ 
Cinnamon in Cev/on only, and refreſhes Wii to 
its genuine Odour no other Spot upon the Pre 
known World ? © from God's original Ob 
4 ſtitution.“ Well. But how comes it that tha 
not one, the leaſt ſignificant, Tribe of Vex]Ml Mi 
bles, 1s cither loft, or impaired, for neal of! 
6500 Years ; no, nor a ſingle Spectes of any Ey 
particular Tribe Nature conſtantly ker ter 
up to the original Appointments of Cod. Oy 
What, conſtantly ? uninterruptedly ? When v1 
then the late Seaſon, hitherto, nen un 
our Climate; by whoſe accelerated Warme im 
equal, on 8 Days, to that of our mode cot 
rate Summers, ſome 8 Species of the Vegetaq the 
bles of our torther n Situation, unuſed to ſuch po 


violent and premature as As of th ci 


—. Plalm civ. 27, 28. 
5 J 


[ 79 ] 
ſuices, muſt neceſſarily ſuffer in their delicate 
Conſtitution ? You muſt excuſe me, if, till 
this is accounted for by the con/tant and 
, WH lunterrupted Operations of Nature, till ſome 


other Agent be diſcovered, I refer it to the = 

UNIVERSAL DIRECTOR of Nature. 
Verſes 20, 21, to the 25th. 

Thou makeſt Darkneſs and it is NIGHT : 
wherein all the BEASTS * the FOREST 45 i 
(REEP FORTH. 

The YounG LIONS ROAR after their 
Peary, and ſeek their Meat from God. 

The SUN ARISETH, hey GATHER them- 
ſelves TOGETHER, and LAY THEM DOWN 
IN THEIR Dexs. = | 8 

Man GOETH FORTH 70 bis Wane: and 
% his Labour until the EvENING. 

What directs the Tyrants of the Farekt, 
to whom Man is no uncommon or difficult 
Prey, to chuſe the Darkneſs that conceals the 


that might direct them to it, and leave to 
Man the ſecure, uninterrupted, Opportunity 
of following his Work and Labour until the 
Evening? “e Inſtint”. Tn/tin& ! Poor Sub- 
terfuge of, hitherto, imperfect Philoſophy ; 
by which to expreſs a Property in Brutes, 
which it is not willing to own itſelf 
unable to underſtand ! Bid a Palladio 
imitate the wreathen Architecture of a 
common Chaffinch : He is baffled. Bid 
the rural Architect imitate the ruder Com- 
Paton of another Species of his own 


2 Rank 


Object of their Purſuit, and avoid the Light : 


[0] 

Rank of Beings : He knows no Rules, bu 
thoſe by which his own fingle Species acts, 
Whence comes it, then, that Ol ſervatim 
and I xPer1ence have not taught the Brute 
| Creation to improve the Inſtinct, Rr a: 50, 
call it what you will, that attends them dl 
moſt from their very Birth? Why does nv 
the generous Horſe, that has ſo often prot. 
ed under the Severity of his more Brut! 
_ Maſter, exert his Strength, of which he i; 
at the ſame Time conſcious, againſt the hy. 
man Tyrant, the Comptroller of his Li 
berty ? Why does human Inſtinct improxe 
by Obſervation without Inſtruction, and 
with Inſtruction every Age 1mproves ; and 
Brutes, ſuperior to Man in ſome Kinds of 
Knowledge, make no Advances in thei 
Capacity, tho' Experience has been their In- 
ſtructor for near 6000 Years ? "Tis Gop, it 


muſt be the UNIVERSALLY. PRESENT al 


conSTANT AGENT, by whom the ſeveral 


Orders of Beings are reſtrained within the 


Limits of His or iginal Deſtination. 


Before we conclude this Part of our Sub- 
ject, let us follow the ſacred Philoſopher! 


thro' Verſes 29, 30. 


Theu higeſt thy Face, oy” are ret: 


thou takeſt away their BREATH, they DIE, 
and RETURN 70 their DusT. 


Thou 22225 et forth thy Spirit, they art] 


CREATED: and thou RENEWEST 7/e Face] 


of the Park: 


| Does the Foreſt pour in its ſuperior Sa- 
vage 


L212] 
rage Numbers upon Man; or has Man b 
his Art and Induſtry depopulated the Foreſt 
of its fierce Inhabitants ? Has the Luxury 
and Gluttony of Man ſo diminiſh'd the Do- 
meſtic Breed, but that it ſtill offers itſelf in 
more than Plenty to his wanton and fantaſ- 
tic Apetite? Why produce the Brutal Ene- 
mies of Man ſo few Succeſſors to the En- 
mity of their Parents ? and why 1 is the Pro- 
lifcation of his Domeſtic Servants more 
than ſufficient, but not 7njurioufly more than 
ſufficient, to anfiver his various Occaſions ? 
Is this Inſtin& alſo ? Does the Lion, think 
ye, determine the preciſe Number of his 
Offspring? or does the Ram calculate what 
the Conſumption of his Maſter's Table re- 
quires ? Does the Human Parent call forth 
a Son or a Daughter, as his Inclination or 
the Intereſts of his Family require? And 
yet, view the weekly Calculations of this 
Metropolis, view thoſe of others; nor Tem- 
eſte, nor Earthquakes, nor Conſumptions, | 
nor Fevers, nor Convulſions, that ſweep off 
the larger Part of the Infancy of the Hu- 
man Species, prevent, but that BRITAIN has 
ſtill her Soldiers to defend, and her Sailors 
to tranſport her Wealth over all the Globe. 
OLorp, * hwy mani fold are thy Works | / 
in Wiſdom haſt thou made them all: The 
Earth is full of thy Riches. + Known 
unto thee are ALL thy Works from the BE- 
SINNING of the World. 


| 2 Verſe 44. + Acts xv. 18. 
. And 


geſt ſuch Convictions as ariſe from the fore- | 


[ 22 ] 

And now, were we, in Contemplation, 
to aſcend up into Heaven, Conſideration 
would teach us that the Heavens are not 
only I the Work of His Fingers, and that 
He hath ordained the Moon and the Star,, | 
but that Hz || alſo ueyoLDETH oll Thing | 
by the Word of his Power. We muſt now, | 
noweyer, center: 888 
„„ "Ihe Second Part: <q 
Of our Engagement: Which was to ſug- 


going Conſiderations. Let me now be al- 
lowed to ask whether the Divine Preſence 
with, and Influence upon the loweſt Rep- 
Hile, nay, over inanimate Matter, being con- 
ſpicuous, rational Beings, are not alſo under | 
the conſtant Government and Influence of 
God? How comes it that Vice, {upported | 
by Power, has not, long ago, ruin'd all 
ſocial Order and Harmony? I beſeech thoſe, 
who ſuppoſe that natural Cauſes ever take 
Place without moral Influences, to look} 
back into Hiſtory, prophane Hiſtory if they | 
_ pleaſe, and carefully to obſerve the Periods} 

of the ſeveral Empires and Monarchies of 
the Earth. When fell Aſyria the Exten- 
ſive, Babylon the Great, Egypt the Learned, 
Greece the Warlike, and Rome the Polite, 
but when public, barefac'd, uncontroul d 
Licenciouſneſs, had made them intolerable] 
by the MoRAL GOVvTRNOR of the World* I 
I befeech ſuch to take an unpr ejudiced] | 
1 Plalmvii. 3, | Heb. 1. 3: | 


Review 


L 23] 
Review of the paſt and preſent State of the 


Hebrew Nation ; a Nation once eminent in 


the Eaſt, once ſuppoſed a Nation diftin- 
outſh'd by Heaven; a Nation ſtill —— but, 
int” a Country. Was not their preſent 


Circumſtances foretold when there was no 


probable Proſpect of ſuch an Event ? Were 
not their preſent Circumſtances foretold, as 
the Conſequence of crucifying he Lord of 
Life, whoſe Blood the Deicides of that Day 
took upon themſelves and their Children? 
Was Daniel, upwards of 600 Years before 

the Event, filent upon this Subject, or did 

Aſyria, Babylon, Egypt or Greece fall, with- 
out ſpecific Prediction, long before their 

reſpective Cataſtrophes? Whence could 


theſe Predictors have the Fore-Knowledge 


of what future Facts have verified? From 
natural Ceuſes ? Indiſputably not: But from 
Him, who declareth the * Enn from the 
ProNNING, and from ANTIENT TiMES 
the Things that ARE NOT YET DONE, ſay- 


ing, My Counſel ſhall and, and ] 11 do 
all My Pleaſure. 


It public Puniſhment, then, has, upon 
the Evidence of Facts, kept Pace with pub- 
lic Vice, ſuffer me to ask further, Whether 
every Individual muſt not be ſuppoſed to 
be under the moral Government of God: 
For what is public Guilt but the Aggravation 
of private Vices? The Meaſure of public 


* Iajah xlvi. 10. „ 
SE Iniquity 
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Iniquity i is filled up by the ſeveral Enormi: 
ties of each criminal Individual. 
Muſt not, then, that Eye, that ſurveys 
the Actions of every Community, obſcrye 
the Conduct of each Individual? Muſt 
not that Being, that obſerves the Conduct of 
each Individual, ſingle out thoſe whoſe Vices 
are moſt enormous, the moſt numerous, and 
the moſt pernicious in their Conſequences? : 
If Tmov, then, deſerveſt to be the Sub- 
ject of remunerative, vindictive TJuſlice, what 
| ſhall ſcreen thee from it? Is remunera- 


ive, vindictive Juſtice local? Or the Eye, 


that obſerves the Actions that deſerve it, 
fix' d only to one Point? It fees thee here; 
it ſurveys the Northern Greenlander, the 
Southern African, the Indian of the Ea, 
and the Weſtern American. Wert thou at 
either of theſe, or at any other Point of the 

Globe this Inſtant, thou wouldit ſee as 
much of God e as Here. Their Ve- 
getatien is conducted as uniformly as ours; 
their Animals, adapted to their Climates and 
Occaſions; their Seaſons, periodical ; their 
Lunatious, regular; their Heavens, ſpangled 
with Stars ; and the Orb Us Day bleſſing 
them as Well as 16. 
There alſo wilt thou find the awful Th 
ruments of Divine Vengeance : With them 
alſo the Thunder roars, the Lightening Kills, 
the Seas rage, the Tempeſt overthrows, the 


Earth trembles, and all the Armament of 
Heben 


VV 
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Heaven waits for the Direction of the Lo 
Wir NATURE. 
Whither, then, canſt then Go from His 
ipurtt, whither canſt thou FLEE from Hrs : 
Preſence | 

How vain then to expect it . a Re- 
roval for a few Miles on one and ſame 
Tc of Country! Were natural Cauſes to 
i without the moral Deſtination and Ap- 
flcazzon of God; till we could ſee in what 
Direction the cavernous Repolitories of thoſe 
nfammable Vapours that occaſion Eorih- 
wes, lie, Chance might poſlibly carry 
s to the very Spot where Nature was 
rady for another Explofion. Removal 
u this Caſe would be no Security. 
But admit a further Concuſſion, confined 
b thoſe Parts only, wherein the former 
ue felt, were certain; ſuppoſe thy Re- 
noval beyond its Limits had ſecured thee ; 
« are there not with HI, to whom 
ling the Tues from Death, the Avenues 
bit! Does not, every where, the Conſump- 
n waſte by Degrees ; the Fever burn up 
vital Spirits at a ſhorter Criſis ; and the 
play put a Stop to circulating Life 
kantancouſly ? Canſt thou daily repair 
at the Conſumption daily waſtes ? Canſt 
Ity retard the rapid Pulſations in a Fever, 
eccelerate their Motions in an Apoplexy ? 
| Thouſand Cauſes, inviſible to us, act 
a the human Body. Death lurks under 


D — 


Penitent, Humble, and Sincere. 
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our Feet, hovers over our Heads, and fur. 
| rounds us in all Directions. 

Argue we, therefore, ever ſo long, the 
Matter muſt be reduced: to this: Theft 
Cauſes either a& under the mntermediating 
Direction of God, or they do not; if they 
do not, HAS THE SINNER MORE $xcv- 
RITY THAN OTHER Men ? if they < 
HAS HE 80 Much? 8 
No Brethren, 
= If there be a Gl 
And that there i is. W N. ature | cries alad 
i all ber Works - — ö ü 


11 there be a God, Piet and Vice a cannt 
be regarded by him indiſcriminately and 
with equal Indifference ; neither can he be 
ſuppoſed to countenance, favour, and jr 

tec thoſe who defy his Power, abuſe hy 

Mercy, and throw off his Authority; 

Level his vindictive Inſtruments againſt th 


To the Chriſtian then, the honeſt, fail 
| fall unaffected Chriſtian, let us now dire 
: the Subject. 4: | 


8 Firſt, - 
If the Eye of God, e all 60 ere 
tenſive Space of Creation, ſurveys every i 
minuteſ# Work of his Hands, ſhall he Oer 
look thoſe whom his own Sox has rel 
dered worthy of his Regard? 


L 27- | 
Secondly, 


ur forth its Bleſſings on the meaneſt 
My, the Creature of a Day, inſenſible 
the Being to whom it owes its Exiſtence 
ad Support; and fhall he neglect the 
lers of everlaſting Life, capacitated to cele- 
ate his benevolent Perfections to Eternity? 
He that ſpared not his own Son, but deli- 
ured bim up for us all; how ſhall he not with 
lin alſo freely give us all J hings ? || Behold the 
Frols of the Air: They ſow not, neither do 
ty reap, nor gather into Barns ; and yet 
uur heavenly Father feedeth them, are ye not 
nuch better than they? Conſider the Lillies of 
tle Field bow they ws they toil not, nei- 
ter do they ſpin ; yet even Solomon in all bis 
Ghry was not arrayed like one of theſe, 

Wherefore if God ſo clothes the Graſs of the 
Held which To-day is, and To-morrow is 
a info the Oven, foal he not much more 
ache you ?--=Your heavenly Father knoweth 

that Je Pave need of all my TP 


Thi rdly, 


Shall 9 5 Power, whoſe 1 and 
Extent are limited by no Bounds, but thoſe 
al Equity and Mercy, be inert or languid to 

thole who have committed the Care and 
5 eping of all Things to it? No, no, + be 
Hes of the Lord run to and fro throughout 0 
Aen. vii. 32. | Mat. vii. 26, &, 4 2 Chron, XV1. 9. 

r 8 te 


thall the liberal Hand of the Almighty 


[28] 
the whole Earth, 70 ſhew himſelf firong 'n 
the behalf of them, whoſe Heart is perfes | 
Towards him. VH 


| Fourthly, %% | 
Shall Fire and Tempeſt, Storms and 
_ Farihquakes, Peſtilence and Famine, aud 
all the baneful Train of human Maladie, | 
that act by no Power, or according to am 
Laws, but thoſe they received from the Al- 
MIGHTY ; ſhall t: eſe be ever ſuppoſed ix. 
dependant of God, or capable of adi 
otherwiſe than by His Direction? 1 


FFG. EY 
Can the Will of God in direcling the 
Powers of Nature to fulfil the Purpoſes of 
his moral Government, be known; when | 
and where it will direct them, by any Me- 
thod but that of an immediate Revelation | 
upon the Occaſion ? Or, can thoſe Powers 
of Nature, (ſuppoſing them to act without 
a moral Direction) that lie beyond the 
Reach of human Obſervation, be judged of 
as to their preſent Fitneſs and Condition to 
operate, and when and how far they will F 
_ exert themſelves. Eclipſes may be foretold g 
to the greateſt Degree of Exactneſs, but 
then there are certain obvious Principles and 
Rules to go by; but it is as impoſſible to 
foretel an EARTHQUAKE, as it is to aſcertain 
what Quarter the Wind ſhall blow from on 
N . any 


t 
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any given Day of the Year. We muſt firſt 
know the cavernous Conſiruttion of our 
land, and in what Direction thoſe Cavities 
are continued, e'er we can determine the 
Place that is to be affected; we muſt then 
be certain that there are at that Time a ff. 
feient Quantity of Vapours in thoſe Cavi- 
ties, and that the Pyrites is in Quantity and 
Wality actually ready and fit to ignite thoſe. 
Vapours by its ſulphureous Effluvia in Con- 
tt with them; after all this, each Cir- 
cumſtance of which 'tis impoſſible for us to 
know, we have to determine the preciſe 
Moment when the expanſive Force of theſe 
pnited Vapours ſhall BRING ON THE DREAD= 


for SHOCK, 


hut, if God have any Influence over theſe 
Properties of Matter, if he maintains a Di- 
reftion of their Powers to moral Purpoſes, 
who can know ho ſoon his Vengeance may 
break out, or who can aſcertain how long 

his Mercy and Compaſſion may forbear ?= 
Allow me then, brethren, in the Words 
of an Apoſtle, who had Occaſion to remon- 
rate againſt Pannic ſimilar to the preſent, 


but ariſing from a different Occaſion, * zo 


beſeech you that ye be not ſhaken in Mind or 
troubled, neither by pretended Spirit, nor by 
Word, nor by Letter, as that another Earth- 


quake were infallibly at Hand, Let no Man 


leceive you by any Means, God is at the 
JJ. 
Head 


x 30 ] FO 

Head of Nature; and who knoweth in 
this Reſpect, the Mind of the Lord? IWWho 
can take upon him to be his Counſellor? 
I adjure you, by the Intereſt of that Gy/- 
= fel you profeſs, by the Credit of that Faith 
on which you reſt your Souls, that, with 
humble Hearts, but with Chrifian Confi- 
dence, in your reſpective Stations on the 
Spot where Providence has placed you, ye 
wait the WILL or God ; lat the Scoffers 
at the PowWRER or GODLINESS 7/07ce, and 
the impious Deniers of a PROVIDENCE tri- 
umph. 5 
+ Be flill, and: know that God i is our Re- 
: ge and Strength, a very preſent Help in 
Trouble. Let us not therefore fear though 
the Earth be removed, and though the Moun- 
Fains be carried into the Mzidjt % the Sea, 
* For Thou, Lord, wilt bleſs the Righteous, 

with Favour wilt thou . bim as with 
WM at. . 
8 . Pſalm vi. * Pſalm 1. 12. 
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